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HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


First Sunday in Advent. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception B. V. M. 
Second Sunday in Advent. 

Third Sunday in Advent. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord. 


FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


Epist. Rom. XIII, 11-14. 
Gosp. Luke XXI, 25-33. 


Subiect.—/reparation for Christ’s Coming. 


Gext.— They shall see the Son of Man coming in a cloud, 
with great power and Majesty. (Gospel.) 


§ntroduction.—On last Sunday, the final Sunday of her 
year, the Church, the “ prudent householder,’’ drew forth 


from her treasures of sacred texts, one that should remind % BP: 
us of the terrible Judgment Day. Surely the symbolism of oe 
that last Sunday found appropriate comment in the words of age 
Christ describing the last day of time. But why should the & i 


same picture be presented to us on this, the first day of her 
year ? 


€ransition.—All our labors should be guided, and all our 
zeal should be quickened, by the consideration of the end we 
are seeking—‘ whatever thou doest, do with prudence, look- 
ing to the end,’’ sang the Roman poet. If we should — 
exercise prudence in the common affairs of life, shall we a 
give less care to the great, the greatest, affair of salvation ? i 
At the beginning, therefore, let us look to the end! We are 
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preparing to commemorate worthily the First Advent of 
Christ—the Saviour! If we learn to do this aright, we shall 
be preparing ourselves worthily for the Second Advent of 
Christ—the Judge ! 

With regard to the Advents of Christ, we shall consider 


I. How men have prepared for them. 
II. How we should prepare for them. 


Virst Point.—The history we are about to consider is a 
sad one. For great events are told therein, and events whose 
meaning for mankind is of the very highest concern. And 
yet, man, whom God made only a little less than the Angels; 
man, whom He set over all the birds of the air, and the 
beasts of the field; man, whom all creatures, even the very 
Angels, those ‘‘ ministering spirits, sent to minister for those 
who receive the inheritance of salvation”? (Heb. i, 14), do 
serve through God’s exceeding great love for us—behold ! 
this zmteligent being, this ‘‘ paragon of excellence,” seems 
unable to understand the most manifest of God’s dealings 
with him ; receives a revelation of God’s coming to him, 
and knows Him not, and receives Him not, when that great 
King of kings and Lord of lords deigns to come to him! 
This is true of all the Advents of Christ. Consider 


a. The First Advent. Wondrous revelation is made to 
the guilty Adam, and to Eve, his partner in the 
primal sin. Hopeless, a divine hope is given to them 
to cling to. The revelation of a Redeemer receives a 
new confirmation in the promise to Abraham, to Isaac, 
to Jacob, to David! The Chosen People preserve and 
transmit to posterity this golden hope. Prophets 
describe in minutest detail the signs that shall precede 
and accompany the manifestation of the Redeemer. 
(Enter briefly into an enumeration of the Messianic 
prophecies.) The very birthplace, and the very time, 
are clearly set forth, as well as the characteristics, of 
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the Saviour. At last, the long hope of Israel, the 
long desire of its prophets and saints, the theme of its 
song and story and prophecy, the only key to its reli- 
gious beliefs and ceremonies, the only explanation of 
its history as a Chosen People—at last, at last He 
cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosannah in the 
highest! Glory to God, and peace to men of good 
will! Ah! brethren, is it so? Zhe Desire of the 
Nations comes, and they who are to profit so much by 
His coming, know not that He has come! Weshould 
imagine that as the time foretold by the prophets drew 
near, all Israel must have been preparing with 
intensest yearning, with sweetest tears, with liveliest 
contrition, with tenderest entreaty, for that God Who 
should Himself come and save Israel, as the Prophet 
had foretold (Isa. xxxv, 4). But what really hap- 
pened? St. John tells us in a few words the saddest 
of human history: He was in the world, and the world 
was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. He 
came unto His own, and His own received Him not 
(I., to—r1). 

The Second Advent. Just as the First Advent was 
heralded by many signs to the Jews, so shall the 
Second Advent be heralded by signs in the heavens 
and on the earth—so much so, that men shall ‘‘ wither 
away with fear and expectation of what shall come 
upon the whole world’’ (Luke xxi, 26). But even 
with those clear signs before their eyes, will men 
recall the prophecy of Christ, and be led to prepare 
for His awful coming, His Second Advent? Listen to 
the words of Christ: But yet the Son of Man when he 
cometh, shall he find, think you, faith on earth? 
(Luke xviii, 8). 

A Third Advent: “ Watch ye, therefore, because you 
know not what hour your Lord will come” (Matt. 
xxiv, 42). Christ will come to us before the day of 
General Judgment. He will come as a thief in the 
night! And yet, brethren, how many signs He still 
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vouchsafes us, and how we still refuse to understand 
them aright! The heavens shall not, indeed, be 
folded up as a book ; the earth shall not, indeed, pass 
away in fire, when an immortal soul goes before the 
judgment-seat of Christ. And yet how many signs 
there are, after all, for him that runs to read! ‘There 
is sickness, weakening our strength; there are the 
passing years, shortening our little term of life ; there 
are the deaths of our friends, relations, acquaintances, 
blessed perhaps beyond our measure, with health and 
strength and the prospects these held out, of a long 
life! Behold, how the fig-tree is even now putting 
forth its leaves! Behold, how the shadows are even 
now lengthening on the dial ! 
And still, when Christ comes to us to judge us, shall we 
be prepared? If he should come to us now, are we indeed 
prepared to meet Him ? 


ad. A Fourth Advent. Christ comes to us, into our hearts! 
We could never dream of such infinite condescension, 
if infallible Truth had not Himself declared it. 
(Analogies in human affairs—how a Prince is received, 
a noble, a distinguished visitor, a dear friend, etc. 
What exquisite care in adornment of the honored 
dwelling, and in the courtesies extended to the visitor ! 
Zacheus’ reception of Our Saviour into his house.— 
How do we prepare for Christ? Ah! the pity of it! 
Evil habits, associations, venial sins, the remnants of 
mortal sins—perhaps, O Lord! mortal sin itself !) 


Second Point.—History repeats itself in some fashion even 
in the First Advent! For this season of four weeks is set 
apart by the Church for a commemoration of the four 
thousand years during which man was to prepare himself for 
that gracious manifestation of 


a. The First Advent. Weshall take warning by the sad 
story of those forty centuries. Christ is coming to us 
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now, 72 figure. But the Feast of Christmas is, if we 
consider it closely, not a mere commemoration, not a 
mere figure. He shall be born again, if we but will 
it, in our hearts, even as He is born for us again daily 
on our altars. We shall, then, correct the evil features 
of that elder preparation of the Jews for His coming ; 
that is, we shall maintain an adiding sense of the 
necessity of a worthy preparation ; we shall yearn for 
the Bread of Life; we shall sigh wth contrition for 
those sins which keep us far from Him ; we shall pray 
for right dispositions; we shall be forever on the alert, 
watching for Him in spiritual vigils! Such a frame 
of mind will be the best preparation for 

b. The Second Advent; for then it cannot be of us that 
He shall complain: “The Son of man when He 
cometh, will He find, think ye, faith onearth?” ‘Thus, 
too, shall we be preparing ourselves for 

c. The Third Advent, when, although He should come as 
‘*a thief in the night,” He will still find us watching ! 
“Blessed is that servant whom when his Lord shall 
come he shall find so doing!” (Matt. xxiv, 46). 
And thus, too, shall we be worthily trying to give the 
Babe of Bethlehem in 

d. The Fourth Advent, Holy Communion, a fitting abode 
in our heart. Wemust not let it be written in Heaven 
concerning ws, that ‘‘ He came unto Aizs own, and Ais 
own received Him not !” 


€onclusion.—A practical resolution is offered to us, 
brethren, as a result of our meditation! However Christ 
shall come, whether ‘‘in a cloud, with great power and 
majesty,’’ as in the Second Advent ; whether in a cloud of 
human flesh, hiding the power and majesty of the divinity, 
as in His First Advent ; whether in the cloud of our physical 
death, which is to hide forever from our eyes all the empty 
gains and ambitions of earth; whether in the cloud of the 
sacramental Species, hiding even His Sacred Humanity from 
our eyes—we have it in our power to recognize and prepare 
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worthily for that awful coming. St. Paul tells us how to 
do this in the Epistle of this Sunday : ‘‘Zet us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light; let 
us walk honestly as in the day; not tn rioting and drunken- 
ness, not in chambering and impurities, not in contention and 
envy: but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.” Amen. 


FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION B. V, M. 


Epist. Prov. VIII, 22-35. 
Gosp. Matt. I, 1-16. 


Subject.—Lessons of the Immaculate Conception. 


Sext.—Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who ts called Christ” 


(Gosp. ) 


Introduction.—The words of our text, although a simple 
historical statement, contain all the lessons suggested by the 
grand dogma of the Immaculate Conception. 


Cransition.—Let us try to understand these lessons aright, 
and to apply to our spiritual needs the truth taught by them. 
This great truth is, we shall find, sz, its Consequences, and 
its Remedy. We shall consider 

I. The lessons. 

II. Their meaning. 


First Point.—Our text tells us 


a. The fact of the incarnation of God. It therefore speaks 
of sin, original and actual, which God would destroy 
and conquer by the scheme of the Redemption. 
(Amplify. ) 

b. The close association of Mary with Jesus. ‘The loving 
devotion of Catholics to Our Lady is not misplaced or 
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misdirected. The Evangelist places these blessed 
names so closely together, not by an accident! For 
whiere Jesus is, there is Mary! Sketch Mary’s close 
fellowship with Christ in the mysteries of the Annun- 
ciation, Visitation (when the Baptist was sanctified 
and Elizabeth inspired, through Mary’s presence), the 
Nativity, the Presentation, Finding in the Temple; 
the life at Nazareth for thirty years; the Sorrowful 
Mysteries, when the sword of Sorrow pierced His 
Heart only through hers; the Glorious Mysteries, 
especially the Assumption and Coronation, when 
Mother and Son were forever united in Heaven; St. 
John’s vision of the “great sign in Heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun,’’ etc.,—Apoc., chap. xii. (a vision 
which has furnished the inspiration of artistic master- 
pieces commemorating the Immaculate Conception). 


. The fulfilment of that early revelation of God to sinning 


Adam: ‘‘I will put enmity between thee (the Ser- 
pent) and the woman ; between thy seed and her seed; 
she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for 
her heel,’’ (another suggestion of which art has availed 
itself in order to symbolize this grand mystery of 
the Immaculate Conception. ) 


ad. The reasons of this mystery. If Ske was to crush Sin 


in the person of the Serpent, then must she never be 
under the dominion of the Serpent, even for a moment. 
Again, She was to be the Mother of Christ, that is, of 
a God-Man, infinite in sanctity, purity, and essentially 
opposed to sin; and she was to be the Daughter, by 
special predilection, of the Eternal Father, and the 
Spouse, in the work of the Incarnation (quote the 
words of the Angel in the Annunciation) of the Holy 
Ghost—titles, all of them, to a perfect immunity from 
sin and from even the tendency to sin, called concu- 
piscence—/fomes peccatt. 


e. With these truths before it, the Church defined the 


dogma. (State the dogma clearly ; sketch the history 
of the devotion, as found in the Beviary for this Feast; 
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show how the Church in defining it, at this late day, 
adds nothing to the deposit of revelation, but makes 
obligatory on all, ajbelief in that ‘‘doctrine once de- 
livered to the Saints,’’ at least zmplicitly. 


Second Point.—But seeing with Holy Mother Church, 
the reason for this dogma of faith, let us not lose its meaning 
for our souls. All of these reasons speak to us of God’s 
hatred of sez, shown by His cursing of the Serpent; by 
the infinite humiliation of the Incarnation (when 
he ‘‘emptied Himself, taking upon Himself the 
form of a servant’? as St. Paul says); and by the fact 
that, even in that humiliation, there was one circumstance 
of ignominy which, nevertheless, He would not tolerate, viz., 
that the Mother who should give Him human flesh, should 
ever, even for the briefest moment, be under the cursed do- 
minion of Sin. 

If then Our Immaculate Lady, although never under the 
ban of sin, led a life of endless striving after perfection—per- 
fect though she already was; and if, although possessing no 
tendency to sin, she nevertheless led a life of constant self- 
denial, mortification of the senses, retirement, prayer—shall 
we, sinners in Adam, and many times placed under the sen- 
tence of death by actual sins, and finding in our own sin- 
tainted natures a thousand incentives and allurements to siii, 
—shall we take no trouble to avoid sin, to fly its occasions, to 
crush.its first beginnings, to strengthen our wills against it by 
vigilance, prayer, contrition, love? 


€ounclusion.—Thank God, brethren, that in Mary we have 
not only a model of how to battle against sin; not only an 
ideal of spiritual beauty to strive after; but a powerful 
Advocate, a merciful and compassionate Helper, a tenderest 
Mother, to comfort and reassure us in this manly struggle! 
“© Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have re- 
course to thee!’ (See also in the Raccolta the various 
indulgenced devotions in honor of the Immaculate Con- 


ception.) 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 


Epist. Rom. XV, 4-13. 
Gosp. Matt. XI, 2-10. 


Subject.—Characteristics of the Christ. 


Eext.—Art Thou He that ts to come, or look we for another ? 
(Gosp.) 


Zntroduction.—The Christ was foretold, his characteristic 
marks clearly pointed out, in Jewish type and figure, in 
promise and in prophecy. Still, as we found in considering 
last Sunday’s Gospel, when He did come, His own people 
received Him not. Even the disciples of the Precursor were 
hesitating in acknowledging Him. When John, therefore, 
who knew Him to be the Christ, sent them to Him with the 
question of our text, Christ answers them only by an appeal 
to the prophecies: ‘‘The blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the poor have the Gospel preached to 
them.” 


€ransition.—When the Christ comes to us at Christmas, 
what manner of man shall we look for, brethren? Amen! 
Blessed is he that shall not be scandalized in the Saviour! 
For the world does not know Him: He was in the world, 
and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him 
not! Do we Christians, disciples, not of the Precursor, but 
of the Christ, do we know Him? Let ussee how Christians, 
who should be so patterned after His model as to be other 
Christs, deny and know not the Saviour ! 

Let us consider 


I. The signs of the Christ ; 
II. The signs of the Christian. 


Virst Point.—He was to be 

I. A King. ‘‘Where is He that is born King of the 
Jews?’ But Christ, King not only of the Jews, but of 
Heaven and earth, came “meek and humble of heart.” 
(Develop). 
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Il. A Teacher. ‘‘ He hath done no iniquity, neither was 
there deceit in His mouth” (Isa. 53, 9). (Speak of the good 
works, temporal and spiritual, of this Teacher). 

Ill. A Priest. “He hath borne the sins of many, and 
hath prayed for the transgressors’ (Isa. 53, 17). (See the 
whole of chap. 53—a Messianic prophecy; also St. Paul’s 
description of the priesthood of Christ, Heb. chaps. vii-xi. 
This High Priest offers Himself as a sacrifice for sz /) 


Second Point.—If Christ was 

a. A King, Christians are ‘‘a kingly priesthood” (1 Pet. 
ii, 9), in a spiritual sense. But our ‘‘ kingdom is not 
of this world,” as our Saviour putsit. Itisakingdom 
built not on human power, vanity, ambition, wealth, 
but on meekness and humility. ‘Learn of Me, because 
I am meek and humble of heart.’’ Brethren, what 
kind of a king are these proud, ambitious, merciless 
hearts of ours expecting? Art Thou, O King of 
meekness and lowliness, He that is to come, or look 
we for another ? 

6. A Teacher, Christians are to teach others the way of 
salvation: ‘So let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” And, “you are a chosen genera- 
tion, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased 
people, that you may declare Hts virtues, who hath 
calied you out of darkness into His marvellous light,”’ 
(Pet. ii, 9). Brethren, are our lives and works lessons 
to our brethren, of the light to which Christ has intro- 
duced us? “So let your light shine before men.” 
What kind of a Teacher are we indeed expecting? 
Art Thou, O Light that shinest in darkness, He that is 
to come, or look we for another ? 

c. A Priest. Christians are also ‘‘a kingly priesthood ”’ 
in a spiritual sense. We must offer a clean oblation 
of prayers, good works, holy and spotless lives, to our 
Creator. Our High Priest offered himself; shall not 
we offer to God all that we have and all that we are, to 
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serve Him worthily ? Brethren, what kind of a Priest 
are we expecting? Art though, O High Priest, who 
didst enter by ¢hine own blood into the holy of holies, 
He that is to come, or look we for another ? 


Gonclusion.—‘‘ Wherefore, receive one another, as Christ 
also hath received you unto the honor of God.’’ (Epistle.) 
Let all men receive from you the meekness of the King, the 
Ligit of the Teacher, the prayers of the Priest. 


THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


Epist. Phil. IV, 4-7. 
Gosp. John I, 19-28. 


Subject.—Humility. 


Gext.—‘ Zhe latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to 
loose.’ (Gospel. ) 


§¥ntroduction.—The pride of the Jews led them to expecta 
Messias who should give great temporal glory to Israel: and 
they knew not, in the lowly Saviour, Him that was to redeem 
Israel—-Him, “the King of Glory.”’ 


Cransition.—The King of Glory is coming again to us— 
meek and humble of heart. We shall know him aright only 
by humbling ourselves. Consider 


¥Virst Point.—The example of the Baptist. (Show his 
greatness, his sanctity.) He was the Angel of the prophecy : 
‘* Behold, I send my Angel, and he shall prepare the way 
before my face’’ (Mal. iii, 1). This Precursor of the Lord 
came ‘‘in the power and the spirit of Elias.” Of him Christ 
said: ‘‘ There is not born of woman greater than John the 
Baptist.” He is sanctified in his mother’s womb—wonderful 
privilege! And yet this great Saint thought himself un- 
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worthy of the meanest offices towards the Christ! ‘The 
latchet of whose shoe,” etc. 


Second Point.—Zhe example of Christ, the Saint of saints, 
the King of Glory. (Develop His humble birth, surround- 
ings, companions in the preaching of the Gospel, death.) 


Chird Point.—Zhe examples of the Saints. (Our Lady’s 
humility; that of the Apostles—‘‘ we are made a spectacle 
to angels and to men;’’ that of the greatest saints of the 
Church, who steadily refused all honors, emoluments, etc.) 


Pourth Point.—We are sinners: (necessity of humility. 
Explain its true meaning; its various degrees ; its rewards, 
in purity of conscience, in peace of mind, in patience, etc.; 
show its real man/iness in its reasonableness. ) 


€onclusion.—Humility brings peace. ‘‘And the peace 
of God, which surpasseth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Epistle}— 
Amen 


FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


Epist. 1 Cor. IV. 1-5. 
Gosp. Luke III, :-6. 


Subiect.—Rash /Judgmenis. 
Gext.—" Judge not before the time.” (Epistle. ) 


§ntroduction.—Christ, who is now coming to us in mercy, 
shall come at the last day in justice. ‘‘If any man hear my 
words, and keep them not, I do not judge him: for I came 
not to judge the world, but to save the world” (John xii, 
47). If Christ judge us not before the time, shall we dare 
judge our neighbor before the day of judging come? Chrzst 
knows the most hidden things of the heart, and is the Judge 
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that is to come: we know mot the hidden things of the heart, 
and are wot the judges appointed to judge our fellow-men. 


There is one, “Jesus Christ, who shall judge the living and 
the dead ”’ (II Tim. iv, 1). 


Cransition.—_To strengthen ourselves against the too- 
prevailing vice of rash judgment, we shall consider 
I, What it is; 
II. Its sinfulness; 
III. Its causes ; 
IV. Itseffects. 


Virst Point.—Show the difference in degree between rash 
judgment and rash snspicion.—Illustrate by examples. 
Even when the action is not sinful, some people arrogate to 
themselves the right of judging the hidden zzéention, become 
“searchers of the hearts of men,” like to God Himself ! 
Show when it is lawful. 


Second Point.—It sins against 


a. Charity: for we should love all men for the sake of 
Him who so loved us that He would not judge the 
world defore the time. But love prompts us to be 
merciful in our judgments of others. 

4. Justice. Experience must often have shown us how 
unjust were our opinions of others. How many things 
happen in our own course of life and action, which 
are easily susceptible of unfavorable interpretation? 
If others should judge us harshly in these, should we 
not be the victims of z#justice? Even in things which 
on the surface seem to point clearly to sin, 
how easily we are mislead! (Quote the example of 
Joseph and the wife of Putiphar; Susanna and the 
two judges who accused her. The circumstances and 
and the evidence seemed clearly to point to their guilt. 
But both Joseph and Susanna were judged of evil 
precisely Jecause of their virtuous rejection of the 
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evil!) Even if the action be clearly bad in itself, how 
shall we be able to judge the intention? Perhaps the 
sin is one of zgnorance; or of thoughtlessness; or of 
surprise. Leave the sinner to Him who searcheth the 
hearts and the reins ! 


c. Humility. ‘‘ Why seest thou a mote in thy brother’s 


eye, and seest not a beam in thy own eye? Thou 
hypocrite (harsh words from the tender lips of the 
Saviour!) cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, 
and then shalt thou see to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother’s eye’ (Matt. vii, 3-5). We shall find enough 
in our own evil hearts and lives to pass judgment upon 
with many sighs and deep remorse ! 


Third Point —Its causes are 


a. Thoughtlessness. We think ourselves shrewd and wise 


and discerning: alas! we are thoughtless fools, judg- 
ing where we have no right to judge, and misjudging 
that which we dare to judge! 


Pride. We feel a sense of superior virtue, strength 


against temptation, more powerful will, etc. ; alas! 
our strength is the strength of a reed; our glory is the 
glory of the flower! Do we examine our life-history 
aright ? 


c. Hatred, aveision, and similar motives. We easily mis- 


judge where love shields not, and where aversion points 
the way. 


d. A sense of onr own wickedness, which makes us suspect 


the virtue of others, There are the old proverbs of 
the ‘‘ glass house,” and “ Set a thief to catch a thief.’’ 
If we examine our own hearts, how often we find them 
peculiarly blameworthy in those very matters wherein 
we judge others ! 


Fourth Point.—Its effects are 

a. Temporal. Peace of heart is lost ; friendships are broken ; 
frankness changes into reserve, esteem into aversion ; 
suspicion haunts us, perhaps terrifies us ! 
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6. Spiritual. evils that follow this vice are 
sometimes mortal ; great loss of that charity which 
“covereth a multitude of sins;’’ evil speech, oppro- 
brium, detraction, calumny, etc. 

c. Eternal, “Judge not that you may not be judged. For 
with what judgment you have judged, you shall be 
judged ’’ (Matt. vii, 1-2)—a consoling thought for the 
charitable heart, and a truth insisted upon by Our 
Lord in the Beatitude : ‘‘ Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy.” 


Gonclusion.—Indicate the means to be employed for the 
avoidance of this sin. ‘They are suggested by the preceding 
points. Justice, charity, humility ; the examples of Christ 
and the Saints ; the consciousness of our own multiform and 
manifold sinfulness: ‘“‘ He that is without sin among you first 
cast a stone at her’’ (John viii, 7), said Christ to the accusers 
of the adulteress ! 


NATIVITY OF OUR LORD. 


Epist. Heb. I, 1-12. 
Gosp. John I, 1-14. 


Subject.—Receiving the Saviour. 


@ext.—‘‘ He came unto His own, and His own received Him 
not. But as many as recetved Him, to them He gave power 
to become the Sons of God.’ (Gospel.) 


§Introduction—We thank God this day for the Redeemer 
He hath sent us—even His only begotten Son! How shall 
we receive and entertain this Guest? Time was when His 
own, His own peculiarly beloved people, received Him not! 
Is it possible for us to be guilty of such ingratitude? 


@ransition.—How often He has already come to most of 
us! How have we received and entertained Him? In what 
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temples of the heart have we worshipped Him—adorned with 
the gold of solid virtue, fragrant with the incense of prayer? 
or crumbling through neglect? or worse still, defiled with 
sin? We wonder at the neglect of the Jews of old—why 
do we not wonder at the neglect of Christians of the present 
day? nay, of ourselves? Let us make this day a resolution 
to receive Him by 


Virst Point.—Receiving His doctrine, and fulfilling its 
obligations. To this end, meditate on His words and His 
actions, His life and His death. 


Second Point.—Receiving Himself in Holy Communion. 
(Develop: The same Christ, the same Fount of Grace, the 
same ‘Teacher of spiritual truths, the same Saviour applying 
thus to our souls the fruits of His death.) 


Third Point.—(Illustrate by chapter xxv of St. Matt., vv. 
34 to 46.) The saints saw, not alone in the poor, but in 
everybody, the representatives of Jesus Christ; hence their 
charity, their alms, spiritual and temporal. 


Gonclusion.—We have received Christ in Baptism, becom- 
ing thus, through His merits, ‘‘sons of God.’’ Having 
received this “adoption of sons of God, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father,” \et us, by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as the Apostle admonishes us, strive to become less unworthy 
of being “heirs indeed of God, and co-heirs with Christ.” 
Amen. 
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Che Carl BVarckhott Church Oraan Co. 
Salem, Ohio. 


Columbus Organ in the St. Peter’s Cathedral, Erie, Pa. 


Duplicate of it for St. John the Baptist Church, Brooklyn; Duplicate also for 
Church of Gesu, Philadelphia. 
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REFERENCE. 
ROMAN CATHOLIC. 

St. Charles Borromeo, Kelly- 

ville, Pa 
St. Jerome’s, Tamaqua, Pa. 
Roman Catholic Church of Na- 

tivity B. V. M., Phila. ; 
Roman Catholic Church, Col- { 

lington, Md. 


pm Roman Catholic,Sacred Heart, 
RSS Philadelphia. 
Church, Tremont, Pa. 


Roman Catholic Church, La- 


mokin, Pa. 
St. Church, Frederick, 


St. Leonardtown,Md. 


| “504 ARCH ST. 
ARCH HENRY LEMCKE 


DEALER IN « 


(CARPETINGS 


A Large Line of 
Linoleums, Oil Cloths, Mattings, 


Window Shades, _ Rugs, Mats, Etc. 


Always on Hand. 


John Byrnes, 


No. 397 S. Second Street, 


Below Market St., Philadelphia. 


Prompt Personal Attention given to all orders for Institutions and Religious Houses 
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RTISG MEONTS. 


Sound Board e | BERNARD MUDLER 
Sent Thirty Days’ Trial for Cost of Handling. MANUFACTURER OF 


CHURCH ORGANS 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


Send for packed and Circular, or for myself. 


J.J. HOLWELL . 1223 LAWRENCE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
505 East 15th New York City. Tuning ¢ and Repeiring Attended to. 


Gramer, 
Builder of 


Alltars, Dulpits, ete., 


423 South May St., Chicago, Ill. 


EXAMPLES OF WORK. 
Fourteen Altars for Notre Dame, Ind. 
Entire Interior W ay for Peoria Cathedral 


Marquette Cathedral 
“Grand Rapids Cathe-dra’. 
Dominicans Church, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 
Pittsburgh. 
St. Anne's  Church,. Buffa’a, 
“ Angeles College, Cal. 
Altar of Orphan Asylum, Rosehill, > “© Davenport Cathedral, 
Chicago. “Dubuque Cathedral. 
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Of latejyears we' have'been filling many important commissions for 


ALTARS 


Photographs of work executed, and new designs submitted 
upon request. 


Send for new Illustrated Hand-Book. 


Artistic Decorator 


COLESIASTICAL WORK of the eee 2 ORKS OF ART constently on 
highest order. Altar Pieces, Em- hand, Rare Oil —— 
blematical and Allegorical Char- Line Engravings and Ete ing 
acters and Figures for Churches, Church Banners to Order Ar- 


Stations and Banners. tistically Executed: 
None. but.First-Class Artists Employed, and all Work Guaranteed 


ROCHESTER SEMINARY ALTAR WINE. 


This Wine is made under the supervision of the Seminary for Mass 
use; it is absolutely pure; it is sold to priests only, and not through 
the agency of Wine Dealers. 

For further information address the Treasurer of the Seminary 


Funds. 
Very Rev. Mgr. De Regge, 
Rochester, New York. 


SzigetHy Bros., « e 


Manufacturers of 


Academy, CHURCH : ORNAMENTS, 
CHESTNUT HILL, 


PHILADELPHIA. OSTENSORIUMS, 
CANDLESTICKS, save 
This Academy, under the care of the CRUCIFIXES, iieniicianth 
Sisters of St. Joseph, affords exceptional re a sit 
advantages, both as to Musical culture and TABERNACLE GOTHIC 
thorough English education. The site is Styles. 


SANCTUARY LAMPS, 
of unsurpassed beauty ; the buildings and , 


appointments all that .can be desired 


Full particulars in Catalogue for which .. GONGS.. 


apply to the Single and triple, with good harmony. 
We give special attention to Repairing, Regild- 


M OT H ER SU PERIOR, ing, Silver Plating and Varnishing of Church 


Articles. 


PUSTET’S LATEST LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


1893. Breviarium Romanum, 4 vols., 18 mo. (4 x 6 in.) red and black print, 


Russian Leather, ‘* ** 16 00 
1893. Breviarium Romanum, 2 vols , 18 mo , (4 x 6 in.) red and black print, 


1893. Missale Romanum, Quarto. (9 x 12 in.) red and black print, 
1893 Horace Diarnae, 32 mo., red and black print. 


1893. Missae pro defanctis, Small folio, (10 x 14) red and black print. 


FR. PUSTET & CO., 
52 BARCLAY ST., NEW YORK, 184 MAIN ST., CINCANNATI, O 
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<ey Morocco, net, $1 60 = 
Cloth, net, $1 35; Roan, red edges, net, $1 80; Roan, gilt edges, net, $2 25 ; Turkey f . 
Morocco, gilt edges, net, $3 15. 
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VILLANOVA COLLEG Ee. 


and chartered March 10, 1848, enjoys the powers and 

privileges of a University. Itis conducted by the Her- 

mit Fathers of the Order of St. Augustine. It is situa- 
ted twelve miles from Philadelphia, in one of the healthiest 
and most beautiful parts of Delaware county, between the 
Lancaster turnpike and the Pennsylvania railroad, both of 
which run through its extensive grounds. 

The grounds for exercise are well shaded. Recreation 
rooms, reading and play halls afford ample opportunities for 
indoor amusement. The buildings (recently enlarged) are 
fitted up with all modern improvements and conveniences, as 
zas, steam, bath-rooms, etc. The college library (open 
- daily to students, members of the sane) is well supplied with 
standard works of reference, histories, travels, etc., and 
numerons periodicals. A complete Gymnasium affords ample 


facilities for physical exercise. 


A thorough Classical, Scientific and Cummercial Course, 
Sessions open in February and September. 
For further particulars apply to 

Very Rev, C. A. McEVOY, 0. S, A., Villanova, Del. Co., Pa. 


«LANOVA COLLEGE, founded in September, 1842, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Manufacturers and Builders ; 


From Builders’ or from Original Designs. 


OFFICE AND FACTORY: 


SKETCHES AND ESTIMATES FURNISHED ON APPLICATION. 


Cor. Melmore and Jefferson Sts., Tiffin, Ohio. 


é 
2 

4 

a 

j 
j 
| 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


IRON BEDSTEADS. —PUREST— 
Plain, ornament- ALTAR WINES. 


aland enamel d, 
for Hospitals, 


wee, Tmake H. H. NETTER & CO., 


a low rate for Re- 


ligiousInstitutes. 
Catalogue, it is Pon't fail to send 
to every Hospital staff. porters, 
ROBERT KELSO, Fourth and Vine Streets, 
254 S.2dSt., Philadelphia. | PHILADELPHIA. 


THE CELEBRATED 


** FASHION” SCHOOL DESH, 


MANUFACTURED BY THE 


SIDNEY SCHOOL FURNITURE CO., 


JOHN LOUGHLIN, SIDNEY, O. 
Sole Proprietor. 


Every Desk warranted for 10 years. 
Over 2,000.000 in daily use in all the leading 
schools of the world. Write us for special terms 
to the Catholic trade before buying Desks, 
Maps, Globes, Blackboards, or anything need- 
ed in the School-Room. 


TheHY. STUGKSTEDE BELL FOUNDRY Co. 


ESTABLISHED 1855. 
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO 


CHURCH. BELLS, CHIMES, AND PEALS OF BELLS, ETC. 


Manufacturers of Church, Academy and School-House Bells. 


Bells are made of genuine Bell Metal—new Lake Superior Uopper and Block Tin, mounted 
with our Improved Rotary Hangings, and fully warranted. 
Illustrated Catalogue sent free. Address, 
THE HY. STUCKSTEDE BELL FOUNDRY C0., 


and 1314 South Second Street, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
We have cast at our Works up to date, 483 Chimes and Peals of Bells. 
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With a Remarkably Beautiful Frontispiece 
in Gold and Oolors, 


Price, free by mail, 25 Cents. 
Per dozen, $2.00; per dozen by mail, $2.35. 


The Best Writers. The Best Illustrations 
The Best Family Reading for Winter Nights. 


é 


A Primer for Converts. By Rev. J.T. 


Harry Dee; or making it out. By FRaNcis 
J. Finn, S.J. With Frontispiece. .... . $1.00 


Public Schools or Denominational 
Schoolst Pastoral Letter by Rt. Rev. W. 
E. vow KETTELER, Bishop of Mentz. 8vo. 
Socialism Exposed and Refuted. By 
Rev. V. CATHREIN, S.J. From aaa 


d bd by Rev. JamMEs Conway,S. J. . - Net, 75 cents 
ENZ The Sacramentals of the Catholic Church, 
THERS By Rev. A. A. LamBina, LL.D... . . Net, $1.25 


SOLD BY ALL CATHOLIC BOOKSELLERS AND AGENTS. 


BENZIGGR BROTHERS, 
NEW YORK, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO. 


J. MORGAN & SON, 
GLASS STAINERS. 


No. 53 Bleecker Street, - + New York. 
Groups, Figure and Ornamental Stained-Glass Windows. 


Samples of our work can be seen at the following places: 
ST. JOHN’s CHAPEL, Brooklyn, L 
ST. PETER’S CHURCH, Troy, N. Y. 
ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL, Erie, Pa. 
ST. JOHN’s CATHEDRAL, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Sr. JOSEPH’ S$ CHAPEL, Flushing, L. I. 
ST. ANNE’s, Lehigh Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa 
SS. PETER AND PAUL’s CATHEDRAL, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St, JOSEPH’s CHAPEL—‘“‘ SEMINARY,” Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ST. CHARLES’ SEMINARY, Overbrook, Pa. 


(Established 1850.) Estimates Furnished. 


J. PRS 


Late HAAS & TRAU, 
IMPORTER, MANUFACTURER, JOBBER, 


DIAMONDS, WATCHES and JEWELRY, 
SALESROOM, 1029 MARKET STREET, 


Opposite Bingham House, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
J. W. MOORE, Manager. 


AGENT FOR HAMPTON WATCHES AND DUEBER CASES. SOLE AGENT FOR COL. 
WM. FRISCHMUTH’S PURE ALUMINIUM METAL. 


Specia! Attention given to Articles suitable for Fairs, Bazaars, Premiums, &c. 
ORDERS BY MAIL WILL RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION. 
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Royal Bavarian fstablishment 


MAYER & CO., 


Munich, London, New York (47 Barclay St.), 
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Stained Glass, Statues, 
Stations of the Cross, Etc. 


Specimens of our Stained Glass Windows, etc., may be seen at 


GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY CHAPEL, Washinyton, D. C. 
THE GESU Philadelphia 

SISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART .Villa Maria, West Chester, Pa 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH Charlestown (Buston), Mass, 
VATICAN and ST. CANISIUS’ (HURCH, Rome. 
RENEDICTINE MONASTERY, Einsiedeln, Switzerland. 

ST. IGNATIUS’ CHURCH, San Francisco, Cal. 
CATHEDRAL, Philadelphia, Pa. 

CATHEDRAL, San Francisco, Cal. 

ST, AGNES’ CHURCH, Brooklun. N. Y. 

ST. JOHN'S EVANGELIST, New York Cily. 

ST. MAKY’S, New York City. 

ST GABRIEL'S, New York City. 

ST. STEPHEN’S New York City. 

PAULIST FATHERS’. New York City. 

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL, New York City. 

ST. ELIZABETH'S CHURCH, Philadelphia, Pa. 


DESIGNS, PHOTOGRAPHS AND CATALOGUES SENT ON 
APPLICATION. 


NICHOLAS SERF & SON, 


15 Thompson St., New York. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Metal Statues, ¢ + 


Baptismal Fonts, 


From 1 to 6 Feet 


and Larger. and Crucifixes. 


Plain and Gothic Style Altar and 


Paschal Candlesticks and Gas Lighters, 


Also Wax Bleachers and Manufacturers 


of Pure Bees-wax Candles. 


Dealers in Sanctuary Oil and Sperm Candles. 
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Clergymen 


having the care of a Parish very often cannot 
find time to prepare the BLANKS AND FORMS 
which would materially lighten their labors 
in the matters of Record, Finance, etc. 


WE MAY HAVE JUST WHAT YOU WANT: 
Pew Rent Receipts 
Baptismal Registers 


Pew Registers 
Marriage Registers 
Death Registers 
Marriage Certificates 
Burial Certificates 


Parish Visitation Books 
Collection Books 
Church Building Association Books 
Fair Books (Chance and Contest) 
Coal Collection Envelopes 
School Collection Envelopes 
Christmas Donation Envelopes 
Easter Collection Envelopes 
Memorial Envelopes for All 
Souls’ Day 
And a full line of Church Stationery 


D. J. GALLAGHER & CO. 


PUBLISHERS, PRINTERS, STATIONERS AND 


BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURERS. 


245-47 N. Broad St., Phila., 
(Gallagher Building.) 
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